JOSEPH R. MURDOCK 


The name of Hon. Joseph R. Murdock ot 
Charleston and Heber City is synonymous 
with the development of irrigation inter- 
ests in the West. He has contributed to pub- 
lic progress along various lines and in no 
field have his labors been more far-reaching 
and resultant than in behalf of the recla- 
mation of the arid lands through the con- 
servation and distribution of the water 
supply of this section of the country. Mr. 
Murdock’s efforts in this connection alone en- 
title him to rank not only with the cap- 
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tains of industry, but with the benefactors 
of the race. The story of his life is an in- 
teresting one—the record of earnest en- 
deavor crowned with successful achievement. 

Mr. Murdock was born in Salt Lake City, 
August 11, 1858, his parents being N. C. 
and Sarah M. (Barney) Murdock. In 
1864, N. C. Murdock removed to Charles- 
ton, Wasatch County, Utah. 

Joseph R. Murdock was reared to young 
manhood upon his father's farm and was 
educated in the schools of Charleston, sup- 
plemented by study in the Brigham Young 
Academy, now the Brigham Young Univer- 
sity. In 1872 he became associated with 
his father in farming and stock raising and 
carried on the business extensively. They 
also established the first creamery in 
Charleston and further extended the scope 
of their activities. They opened a general 
merchandise store in 1875, their trade stead- 
ily growing into a business which was in- 
corporated in 1890, at which time Joseph 
R. Murdock was elected the manager of the 
enterprise. 

There is no man more widely or favor- 
ably known as a representative of the ir- 
rigation interests of the West. He has done 
more beyond a doubt to further irrigation 
than has any other one man in the state of 
Utah. or perhaps in the West. He or- 
ganized the Provo Reservoir Company. of 
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which he is president. This project now 


supplies water to 10,000 acres of land and 
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has sufficient- water for 10,000 acres ad- 
ditional. The project was developed at a 
cost of a million dollars. The main office 
of the company is in the Knight Building 
at Provo. Mr. Murdock also is the presi- 
dent of the Bank of Heber City, which does 
a business amounting to one-half million 
dollars annually, and he is the president 
of the Sugar Centrifugal Discharging Com- 
pany of Salt Lake City, manufacturers of 
sugar machinery and employing about 30 
men. 


In 1878, Mr. Murdock was married to 
Miss Margaret Wright, a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Jemima (Dands) Wright. They 
became parents of 11 children. 


In 1903, Mr. Murdock removed with his 
family to Heber and was there, in 1905, 
called to the presidency of the Wasatch 
Stake, which he has since filled. In politics 
Mr. Murdock is a Democrat and was a 
staunch supporter of President Wilson and 
his League of Nations policy. He served 
three terms as county commissioner of Wa- 
satch County and was a member of the 
constitutional convention. He was also a 
member of the lower house of the Utah 
Legislature during the first and second 
sessions of the general assembly, and in 
the fali of 1900 he was elected state sen- 
ator. During that session he was the father 
of the dairy bill, which was enacted into law. 
and he served on many important comn 
tees. He gave most earnest and though 
consideration to all the vital questions whica 
came up for settlement during his legisla- 
tive career, and left the impress of his in- 
dividuality and ability upon the assembly 
enactments. He still owns and maintains 
his home in Heber and also, because of 
his business relations there, he has a home 
in Provo, he and his family dividing their 
time between the two cities. 


The life record of Joseph R. Murdock 
is indeed a creditable one. His life has 
been actuated by high purposes and earn- 


est endeavor, productive of splendid re- 
sults. and among Utah's most useful and 
honored citizens Joseph R. Murdock is 
named. 
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WILLIAM MURDOCH 


mange: 
married 


lary Reid n 1887, wide 
of Samuel Lindsay, Margret Lennox in Sc: 
land. She died in Scotland, 


His father died when he was years 
of age and, like others in his family, had 
to find work to assist his widowed mother. 
His schooling was a short time in winter 
months between the ages of six and 13. 

His first job was herding sheep on the 
bonnie heather hills near his home. He had 
learned to knit, so carried his work with 
him as he herded the sheep, making socks 
imself and other members of the fam- 
continued: this hobby throughout 
58 year 
the age of 16 he went into the coal 
at Muirkirk and later became und 
ground manager for the Eglinton Coal ¢ 
Tron Works at Muirkirk. He held this po- 
sition many years. In 1846 he was married 
to Janet Lennox, and to that union were 
born five children. 

He joined the Church in 1876. All other 
members of his family already had joined 
the Church. except James D., who was in 
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. In 1877 they left 
Muirkirk and moved to Kilmarnock to make 
preparatiogs to come to America. It was 
here that his wife Janet passed away. He 
body was taken to Muirkirk and laid beside 
that of her daughter Elizabeth, who was 
ied there in 1864. 

Letters of encouragement came regularly 
from his brother, John M. and a ter, 
Mary M. Mair, who. with their families, 


5 


bur 


5.“ 


ኔ ጆ a p < 82:2. eea F 
ሦ 3 P 4 ጋ g 
እ 
ሟቿ y ፡ ራሙ ý A * 


